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Missoula, Montana October 17, 1957
MISSOULA, Mont., Oct._____  Every once in a while a school, regardless o f it s
ranking on the gridiron totem pole, obtains a football player that stands head 
and shoulders above a l l  others.
For Montana University, which indeed has been supping low on the gridiron 
hog of la te , such a player is  Stanley Robert Renning.
As a sophomore, th is 6-1, 20-year-old, blue-eyed, blond from Great Falls, Mont, 
astounded the sports experts around the Skyline conference with his tremendous 
efforts at guard and linebacker.
For this play he was named by sportswriters and broadcasters to the A ll- 
Conference second team and tabbed the outstanding sophomore in the Skyline. His 
teammates also honored Renning by nominating him for  the Most Valuable Player 
award—the f ir s t  time a sophomore has obtained this privilege. He also won the 
Jim Kovich award for  the team’ s most outstanding lineman.
Success comes easy to th is personable lad. He accepts the accolades of fans 
and friends with the quiet dignity of a confident, poised athlete.
As a junior this year he has more than lived up to his advance b illin g . He 
has dominated balloting fo r  the Skyline’ s ’’Lineman of the Week” , garnering six 
of seven possible votes in each of his f i r s t  three games and a ll  seven ballots 
in his fourth t i l t .
Although Stan, in the opinion of the majority of the Rocky Mountain area’ s 
coaches, sportscasters, and sportswriters, is  defin ite All-American timbre, many 
feel that because of Montana’ s relatively  poor showing this season and because of 
the apparent obscurity of the Skyline Conference in relation to the larger and 






His coach, Jerry Williams, is  sold on the lad. "I think Stan defin itely  
is  All-America material, and I know he has the stu ff to make the pros," Williams 
declared.
"I f  I had six  more linemen like Renning, there wouldn’ t be a club in the con- 
ference that could touch us," Williams asserted*,
Renning, as a -"light school All-Amerdca at Great Falls, easily could have chosen 
a larger, more prosperous school. He had offers from every Skyline team, plus 
several schools in each of three major football conferences.
A corny cliche is  the old saw "actions speak louder than words," yet i t  is  
the personal maxim of this young blond giant. Quiet, unassuming o f f  the f ie ld ,
Stan is  transformed into a savage, slashing, 200-pound chunk of vengeful muscle 
when he dons cleats and pads and trots onto the f ie ld .
The same intangible quality that makes good fighters great-----ca ll i t  a k ille r
instinct i f  you w ill---- possesses Renning when he enters gridiron combat. On the
football f ie ld  he is  a relentless enemyj o f f  the fie ld  he is  mild and likeable.
Although his forte is  defense, Renning*s offensive play is  fast becoming as 
outstanding as his smashing performances as a linebacker.
But i t  is  at his beloved linebacking s lc t  that Renning attracts most attention. 
He is  in on about 90 per cent of the tackles, moving with that sure sense of direc­
tion that is  an instinct rather than an acquired s k il l .
Some attempts have been made to compare Renning with another Great Falls high 
school product, Ken (Whitey) Campbell——who did a lo t  of linebacking fo r  Montana. 
Campbell won a ll-P a c ific  Coast honors fo r  his linebacking stints several years ago 
and was chosen United Press Lineman o f the Week during his senior year.
But Eddie Chinske, former Grizzly grid mentor, who has had an opportunity to 





"You can’ t compare two lads who played at different tim es/’ Chinske declared.
That’ s like trying to compare Louis and Dempsey,
’’Campbell was a great player, but he played in a different era where there
were different offenses and defenses. Whitey was center linebacker in the days
»»
of the more-or-less static five-three defense.
"Renning is  comer linebacker in the era of the fluid and mobile defense.
Both boys, however, have this in common,” Chinske said. ’’They both gave 100 per 
cent when they were on the f ie ld ,
"Renning is a great football player. He may become the greatest ever to have 
come to the University. Only time w ill t e l l . ”
Renning has every intention of playing professional footba ll. "That i s , ” he 
says, ”i f  some club w ill have me.”
He pointed out that he wants to play for two reasons. The f ir s t ,  o f course, 
is  because he loves foo tb a ll, and the second, because of the tremendous advantages 
a pro career can give a person.
Renning is  majoring in business administration with a minor in physical educa­
tion. ”I'm s t i l l  not sure whether to try fo r  a business career or whether to coach. 
I ’ l l  be more certain when I graduate,” he said.
But he s t i l l  is  a junior with five  more games to play this year and a fu ll  
slate next year.
And i f  there i s ,  a year and a half hence, anyone in the Rocky Mountain area 
who has not heard of Stanley Robert Renning, i t  certainly won’ t be Renning’ s fau lt.
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